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enhanced each other's merriment and inspired each
other's wit. On one occasion, when some friend
commented upon this exceptional companionship,
Lord DufFerin looked surprised for a moment and
then smiled his slow, his almost silken, smile.

' But you see/ he answered, ' my mother and I
were young together in the reign of George IV. We
shared our youth/

For in fact, when Lord Dufferin was born in June
of 1826 his mother was scarcely more than eighteen
years of age.

(4)

Sixty-four years later, when Ambassador in Rome,
Lord DufFerin made successive pilgrimages to the
sites associated with his mother's early married life
and with his own infancy. He was unable to identify
the house in the Via Maggio where he had been born.
At Siena, to which his parents had moved directly
after the confinement, he was more successful. c I
was able/ he records, cto walk straight to the Casa
Gigli. I seemed to see my father and my mother
when they first arrived in the dull little mediaeval
town walking up the little stone staircase to take
possession of the first house they ever inhabited
together/

An even more evocative visit was to Barberino di
Mugello, a small castle in the Appenines which they
had taken for September and October of 1826. * At
first/ he records, * the people in Florence would not
admit that there was such a place ; but luckily I found
in the hotel a waiter who had come from thence,
I accordingly started by myself on a beautiful summer's